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The ultimate adventure isn’t defined by limits. It is found by breaking through 
your own perceived barriers, as you ride off into extreme terrain on the most powerful 
production offroad bike available - the new KTM 1290 SUPER ADVENTURE R. 
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STYLE AND FUNCTION 

Adventure Touring and Dual Sport Helmet 
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Want to advertise with us? 

Contact: Steven Soto 
sales@upshiftonline.com 

Want to contribute to Upshift? 
If you're an experienced writer 
or photographer with great 
editorial instincts who loves 
finding interesting and unusual 
photo-related content, we 
want to hear from you. 
Contact: info@upshiftonline.com 

Join us online at 

www.upshiftonline.com 

Join us on Instagram at 

@upshift_online 

Join us on Twitter at 

@upshift_online 

Join us on Facebook at 

facebook.com/upshiftonline 



UPSHFT 


23986 Aliso Creek Road 
PO. Box 450 

Laguna Niguel, CA 92677 


Upshift Magazine is published monthly 
by Upshift Online Inc. 2017. Reproduction 
of any material requires written consent 
from the publishers. All photos, editori- 
al contributions and advertisements are 
accepted upon representation that they 
are original materials by the author and 
or advertiser. Opinions expressed in the 
articles are those of the author and may 
not reflect the views and opinions of the 
editor, staff or advertisers of Upshift 
Online Inc. Advertisers assume full re- 
sponsibility for the entire content and 
subject matter of their advertisements. 
Now go and find some adventure. 
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THE ULTIMATE ADVENTURE 
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UNDER HIMALAYAN SKIES 


SHINKO 804-805 TIRES 
SIDI ADVENTURE 2 BOOTS 
ACERBIS ADVENTURE JACKET AND PANT 
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INSIDER: 


ACCESS 


This month’s Insider delves into a topic that is something all off-road riders 
complain about and fret over, but only a few actually take action on - protect- 
ing access to off-road trails on public lands. As an adventure or dual-sport 
rider you are part of a special group of motorcyclists, just as motorcyclists 
are a larger group of users of public lands in the United States. This includes 
Jeepers, ATV Riders, UTV and Side-by-Side drivers in addition to those that 
hike, bicycle and ride horses. We all enjoy using the great outdoors to enrich 
our lives. 

Every year new bills are proposed to limit usage or create wilderness ar- 
eas that close off trails for anyone wishing to enjoy their chosen pastime in 
these places. We all share links on social media and complain; we may even 
sign a petition or write a letter. And while the latter is more than most will 
ever do, if we (the users of public lands, motorized or not) want to retain 
access to land that belongs to the American people, more must be done. 

This past weekend I attended the 30th Anniversary Event of the Blue Ribbon 
Coalition, now renamed /eTrails, to lend KTM Group’s support to their 
efforts in fighting for all land users access and rights to public lands. Share 
Trails operates a legal fund that takes these issues to court to get results. 
While organizations fighting for closures may outspend Share Trails ten or 
one hundred to one, ShareTrails has achieved success for your right to ride, 
drive and walk in the places that may have been cordoned off indefinitely. 

While I sat and listened to the keynote speakers discuss the activities and 
philosophy of land access, it was clear that the most important tool for 
ShareTrails is your money, and the amount donated is woefully inadequate. 
There are many that donate to the cause, but they are few compared to 
those that ride, complain or even read these words I’ve typed here. 

I’m here to shame you. As a rider you have been reaping the rewards of 
organizations such as ShareTrails without contributing. Just five minutes 
of your time and a donation of a few bucks will do far more than writing a 
letter and sharing our plight on Facebook. You spend a large chunk of your 
disposable income on the latest and greatest motorcycles. It’s all useless if 
you don’t spend a few to protect access to the place you plan to use them. 



ENGINEERED 

FOR ADVENTURE 


CARLSBAD 


The Carlsbad was conceived of the need for highly mobile, highly vented and 
minimized bulk adventure gear - all while maintaining KLIM’s highest abrasion 
resistance and durability standards. Specifically designed to handle the rigors 
of on and off-road riding, the Carlsbad integrates vastly improved venting 
and mobility, as well as an optional kidney belt, over the Overland series that 
preceded it.The Carlsbad is the essential ADV setup for riders looking for a no- 
compromise streamlined package of high mobility, comfort and durability. 
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theunicornchaser 


loneridergear 
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scramblerducati 

Passo Della Raticosa > 
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Cafe 247 > 


(2UP) 2uptogether 


The mission is simple, if you want to 
share your adventures on “insta-adv” 
you’d better start following us! 
@upshift_online and use the hash tag 
#upshift_online on your photos 
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1. Alpinestars A-10 Full Chest Protector 

With its revolutionary exoskeletal and contoured design 
the A-10 Full Chest Protector offers improved structural 
strength while its reduced material design and air chan- 
neling allows for optimized airflow as well as performance 
flex, ergonomics and reduced weight. Its performance 
polymer plates which are CE certified have embedded grid 
technology for superior impact resistance while the A-lO’s 
versatile modular design means it can be worn in a variety 
of configurations depending on the type of off-road riding. 
MSRP: $229.95 Go to www.alpii for more 

information. 




2. Bates Footwear Expands Adrenaline Boot Line 

Bates Footwear expands its popular Adrenaline line of mo- 
torcycle boots to include new options in Brown leather and 
Graphite leather with a carbon embossed print. The Bates 
Adrenaline in Graphite is in stock and available online. 

Bates Footwear’s Adrenaline riding boot made its debut as 
part of the 2016 Power Sports Line and quickly became a 
best-seller. The new Brown and Graphite options join the 
original Black full grain leather Adrenaline, giving riders a 
variety of looks to match their motorcycle and their style. 
MSRP: $200.00 Go to www.batesfootwear.com for 
more information. 


3. Acerbis Vision Hand Guard 

The Vision Hand guard is an innovative hand guard, 
fitted with adjustable LED lights (LED for low power 
consumption running off 4 watts p/side), giving you 
effective, additional light for extreme conditions. 

In addition to a headlight, the Vision Handguards 
provide additional visibility both at night and during 
the day with a combined luminous efficiency off 300 
lumens. The handguards mount to both ends of the 
bar and have an on/off switch, which can also be 
mounted on the handlebars. The Vision is built around 
an aluminum bar for added durability and deflection 
from debris and the elements. It is a great addition to 
any off-road bike, ATV, or dualsport bike. A universal 
mount kit, which fits most applications, is included. 
Comes in Black, White and Orange. MSRP: $169.95 
www.acerbis.com 



4 . KTM Power Parts Skid Plate 

This generation of the KTM aluminum skid plate of- 
fers the most effective protection for both frame and 
engine. Available for these KTM models: 250/350 
SX-F/XC-F 16 - 17, 250/350 EXC-F 17, 450 SX-F/XC-F 
16 - 17 , 450/500 EXC-F 17. MSRP: $114.99 
www.ktm.com/us/powerparts 

• Spaced from the frame with rubber pads (SX-F as of 
model-year 2016, EXC-F as of model-year 2017) 

• Extremely robust rear fastening clamp 

• Made of 4 mm, high-tensile, robust aluminum 

• Side parts welded from the inside and outside 

• Extremely durable and endurance-tested for the 
toughest off-road use 

• Highest grade quality workmanship 

• Simple and quick assembly 




5 . Rukka Airventur Gloves 

Long-distance comfort and enhanced protection for the serious wayfarer. The Rukka 
Airventur Gloves use a full gauntlet leather and Cordura summer glove design for 
the rider who wants maximum protection, but needs all-day-wearable comfort. 
MSRP: $179.00 ikka.com 

A Cordura backhand promotes breathability for summer weather while leather and 
TPU protectors provide bulletproof slide protection. The leather fingers are exter- 
nally stitched for a pressure-point-free, seamless feel on the controls. The knuckle 
protector is made of a molecular D30 for flexibility and safety. 

• Lightweight gloves with excellent protection 

• Knuckle, scaphoid and finger protection 

• Combination of Cordura and leather 

• Excellent breathability 

• D30 knuckle protection 


6. FLY Back Country Pack 

The ultimate dual sport/off-road do-all pack - backpack, 
hydration system and a tool pack all in one. Expansion panels 
allow most compact shovels and probes to fit inside the bag 
preventing the chance of equipment loss. 70oz hydration 
bladder included. Tool compartment has 12 separate pockets 
to organize tools and parts. Improved shoulder straps and back 
padding for comfort. ITW Nexus Emergency Survival Whistle 
Buckle is located on the chest strap. Utility pockets for two-way 
radio/cell phone and hydration mouthpiece. Cargo cinch straps 
minimizes bouncing. Retail price: $79.95. Find a FLY Racing 
dealer to purchase or visit .flyracing.com 
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5 . Aerostich Limited Edition Colors 

Recently we upgraded our manufacturing 
equipment and procedures to allow the 
introduction of our new Hi-Viz Orange and Dark 
Oxblood limited-edition colors! Black, Gray and 
Hi-Viz Lime Yellow are continuing as always, but 
traditional Red has just been replaced with a new 
limited edition Dark Oxblood, and Blue has just 
been replaced with a limited edition bright Hi-Viz 
Orange. These two new colors: are available 
now, and will continue to be available for a limited 
time, for all standard Roadcrafter, R3 and Darien 
suits, jackets and pants. Other limited edition 
colors will follow. Perhaps White, Green, Camo 
or Navy. Go to www.aerostich.com for more 
information. 




6. Sena Smartphone App To Connect Riders Worldwide 

Sena Technologies, Inc., has released the new RideConnected App. The RideConnected App for motorcycle riding will con- 
nect multiple riders across the globe through their Sena Bluetooth headsets. Riders may now connect with more riders than 
ever before through any Sena Bluetooth headset with the RideConnected App. The RideConnected motorcycle communi- 
cation App, created for both iOS and Android phones, will be available for free in the iTunes and Google Play Stores. Not only 
will riders no longer be limited by range, the amount of intercom connections between riders are virtually limitless when 
within LTE range of their mobile carrier. Compatible with all Sena Bluetooth headsets, the RideConnected App offers more 
freedom than ever. As long as you are connected to WiFi or a mobile network, you may now communicate over any distance, 
and with multiple riders. 


Set up your own personal profile and navigate through the features of the RideConnected App with ease. Simply create 
different teams, and invite friends to create their own profile on 
the App through SMS message, GPS, or by providingthem with 
your unique four-digit code. Users may also use the existing 
voice prompts of their Sena Bluetooth 4.1 headsets to operate 
the RideConnected App. 

The App will be the first of many added benefits designed for 
Sena users. Sena is always looking for ways to benefit its loyal 
community of riders, and improve upon communication and 
connectivity. Go to ww.sena.com/heaclsei for more 
information. 
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EMBRACE THE UNEXPECTED 



With the latest in dual sport tire technology 
these tires will take anything the adventure 
can throw at them and then ask for more. 
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ULTIMATE 


By Stephen W Clark 

I’m sure I’m not alone in saying that my first in- 
terest in adventure bikes came from watching 
Charley and Ewan trek around the world in The 
Long Way Round and The Long Way Down. It 
was hard not to be inspired after seeing them 
experience the terrain and culture of far-off 
lands from the seat of an adventure bike. The 
films helped make sense out of big, clunky, dual 
sport bikes like the GS, and really put these 
bikes into perspective. Fast forward more than 
a decade, and I now own an adventure bike of 
my own that I regularly use to explore the less 
traveled areas of Idaho and Wyoming. Sure, I’ve 
always dreamt of riding around the world like 
my childhood heroes did, but making a trip like 
that isn’t exactly a reality for those of us with 
an eight-to-five, kids, and a mortgage. However, 
through my job at KLIM, an opportunity pre- 
sented itself to document a trip to Ecuador with 
the winners of the KLIM Ultimate Ecuador Ad- 
venture Contest. This was finally my chance to 
experience a third world country from the seat 
of an adventure bike. 
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The contest was open to KLIM dealers and 
consumers with entries gained by either 
making a purchase or mailing in an entry. 
After several months, the results were tal- 
lied. Jim Baillargeon from Extreme Limite 
in Quebec City, Canada was the winning 
dealer, and Curt Thomas from Savannah, 
Georgia was the winning consumer. The 
prize was a week-long, all expenses paid 
trip to Ecuador hosted by Freedom Bike 
Rental. The winners were each able to bring 
a guest, and, to top it all off, all four partici- 
pants were outfitted with a head-to-toe set 
of KLIM gear. A few colleagues from KLIM 
came along to assist with logistics, and I 
was brought along to document the trip. 


Getting to Ecuador 


Knowing almost nothing about Ecuador, 
and hardly anybody on the ride, this was 
surely going to be an enlightening adven- 
ture. Even from far-off Idaho, getting to Ec- 
uador was relatively easy. A quick five-hour 
flight from Salt Lake City to Houston fol- 
lowed by another very bearable five-hour 
flight, and we found ourselves in Quito, the 
capital of Ecuador. Upon arrival in Quito, 
we met up with the four contest winners 
and were then picked up by Court and 
Sylvain from Freedom Bike Rental in their 
awesome off-road trucks. Landing at mid- 
night, we went straight to the hotel to get 
some much-needed rest. With most flights 
arriving into Quito around midnight, and 
a need to acclimate to the high elevation, 
Freedom recommended a sightseeing/ 
rest day in Quito before the tour departed. 
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The first day was spent at Freedom Bike Rent- 
al’s impressive facility, where we picked our 
bikes and prepped our gear for the week. In 
the afternoon, we hopped on some of their 
scooters to tour the city of Quito. With no ex- 
perience in Ecuadorian-style driving, riding in 
the busiest, most populated area of the coun- 
try was a bit of a baptism by fire. There were 
numerous close calls with buses and other 
craziness in the bustling streets of Quito - it 
was a miracle we all survived the first day. 

Freedom had put together a 6-day, 5-night 
tour that would take us on a loop around 
Ecuador on a mixture of dirt roads and as- 
phalt. They offered an all-inclusive package 
that included bike rental, fuel, lodging, food, 
activities, and probably most valuable of all, 
guides with local knowledge. We had a total of 
eight riders in our group, so Freedom provid- 
ed two guides - Court leading on a GS, and 
Sylvain chasing in the truck carrying luggage. 
Two others from the Freedom crew also joined 
us - Rafael, who also shot photos, and Diego, 
a well-trained mechanic. They have over 30 
bikes in their fleet, ranging from BMW GS 
800s, V-Stroms, and a Triumph Tiger on the 
big end, down to DR200s and about every 
other dual sport bike in between. Our group 
picked a few GS800s, a Tiger 800, several 
DR650s, and a KTM 690. I opted for a BMW 
GS800. Going into the trip, one of my biggest 
concerns was the quality of the motorcycles, 
as it’s common for rental bikes to be pretty 
hammered. Freedom maintains their bikes at 
a high level and has a staff of dedicated me- 
chanics keeping the bikes in almost perfect 
working order. 





The first day on adventure bikes took us south out of Quito down the Avenue of the Volcanoes. This 
almost interstate-like road snaked past several stunning 20,000+ foot snow-capped volcanoes. After 
a quick lunch in a roadside diner, we headed west into the mountains. At first, the road was cobble- 
stone, and then it turned into really fun, winding gravel as it snaked over the mountains. The scenery 
was absolutely spectacular - there wasn’t an acre of flat ground or a section of straight road in sight. 
Toward the end of the day, we were riding a beautiful section of paved road that, without notice, turned 
into a construction zone. Apparently, Ecuadorians don’t believe in flaggers or closing roads; we rode 
straight through a working construction zone, maneuvering around trucks and excavation equipment, 
and dodging falling rocks and dirt from a backhoe moving dirt directly overhead. Soon after, we arrived 
at the beautiful Mama Hilda hotel for the night. Nestled in the mountain, this little lodge was the perfect 
place to unwind and prepare for another day on the bike. 














Day 3 


Day three took us on mostly dirt roads, across more mountains, and through deep valleys. The terrain 
was unique compared to home in the way that there were almost no flat valleys or plains like in the US. 
The side cut roads snaked their way back and forth, climbing elevation to a summit, then snaked their 
way back down to the bottom of the valley and back up again. As the crow flies, you aren’t traveling 
very far, but the gravel roads take a long time to get you anywhere. On day three, most of the roads 
were unimproved dirt roads, at times crossing small streams and the occasional sluff from a small 
landslide. Their level of technicality was perfect for a larger adventure bike, though it was humbling 
at times when you’d be ripping along and come across a bus that travels the same road daily. Toward 
the end of the third day, we dropped down from the mountains into an area they refer to as the coast. 
While we were still a little ways from the ocean, the area is at the same elevation, so the locals refer to 
the whole region as the coast. Our day ended in the bustling city of Quevedo. 







Aside from starting and ending in Quito, our 
overnight stay in Quevedo was the only time 
we were in a densely populated area. With peo- 
ple comes traffic, so moving around Quevedo 
was another hair-raising experience. After 
settling into the Hotel Olympico, we hopped in 
a taxi to go to dinner. These taxi drivers could 
give Ken Block a run for his money - ours 
drove in the center of the road the whole way 
to dinner, going at least twice as fast as ev- 
eryone else on the road. Grabbing gears and 
keeping a hand on the horn, this dude wasn’t 
messing around. He made short work of a trip 
across town, and we were thankful to arrive at 
dinner without incident. 



We were ready to get out of the hot, busy city 
of Quevedo, and left early for a long day that 
would take us back up and over the moun- 
tains. On day four, we started in the lush, 
hot, and humid lowlands, where bananas and 
cocoa grow abundantly, and quickly started 
gaining elevation. In a few hours, we rode from 
essentially sea level to over 14,000 feet. As 
we gained elevation, the weather and terrain 
changed, and before long, we could feel the 
elevation in the performance of the bike. On 
what felt like the top of a mountain, we stopped 
in a small village with around a dozen homes. 
Court found a local cheese-maker and bought 
a couple of rounds of incredibly delicious goat 
cheese that we enjoyed at the side of the road. 
From there, we traveled further up the west- 
ern side of the Andes to the town of Salinas de 
Guaranda. This town is founded on “Econom- 
ic Solidarity,” where the locals work together 


at a number of small businesses with the goal of a self-sustaining 
community economy that encourages the youth to stay in the town. 
We visited a wool manufacturing plant and a small facility that makes 
soccer balls. It was incredible to see what the people could produce 
with primitive machinery and very little space. Salinas was one of the 
happiest, nicest places we visited on the trip, and the kind of place that 
would be great to spend several days visiting. From Salinas, we kept 
gaining elevation and traveled over a pass that skirted the bottom of 
Chimborazo. Unfortunately, cloud cover stopped us from seeing the 
full glory of this 20,549-foot inactive volcano; the summit of which is 
the furthest point from the earth’s center. On some of the most amaz- 
ing, twisty asphalt I’ve ever ridden, we skirted Chimborazo, headed 
down into the valley, and stopped in Banos for the night. 


Banos is a vacation town nestled in an incredible valley on the edge of 
the Rio Pastaza valley. The town has a fun vibe with lots of touristy at- 
tractions and activities. We stayed at a cool bed and breakfast owned 
by an American couple, and we enjoyed some more Western-style 
food. From there, we rode more epic asphalt along the Rio Pastaza, 
making a few stops along the way for a bridge rope swing and a zip 
line across the valley. When we first arrived at the bridge rope swing, 
it wasn’t clear how it all worked - nobody was very excited to launch 
himself off a bridge with a little rope tied around his waist, but our 
guide Sylvain took one for the team and did the first jump. After Syl- 
vain had broken the ice, most of the group jumped, except me; I would 
have loved to, but someone needed to take photographs! Day five was 
one of the shorter days on the bike, and we made it to the Amazon 
Lodge mid-afternoon. This incredible lodge is deep in the jungle, and 
the guides took us on a boat ride up the river, then on a quick hike 
to an awesome swimming hole. After a quick dip, we returned to the 
river and floated back down to the lodge on inner tubes as the sun was 
setting. We stayed in somewhat primitive cabins in the jungle without 
power and with screen windows and bed nets that kept the bugs and 
other creatures from snuggling with us under the covers. This lodge 
was the most unique place we stayed on the trip and was an incredible 
way to experience the majesty of the Amazon jungle. 















THE 


ULTIMATE 


ECUADOR ADVENTURE 






It was incredible to see the Amazon jungle, but its hot, humid climate wasn’t as nice to ride in as 
the higher elevations, so we were ready to get back to the highlands. Traveling on more snaky as- 
phalt, we climbed in elevation up into the protected area of La Cordillera de los Llanganates. The 
roads were twisty and, throughout most of the country, seemed almost brand new. According to 
our guides, President Rafael Correa has made huge improvements to the country’s roads since 
he was elected in 2007. More incredibly scenic and high-elevation mountain dirt roads took us to 
Oyacachi, where we enjoyed a quick soak in the local hot springs and a tasty lunch of fresh trout. 
From there, we headed to the Hacienda Cusin, where we would spend our last night in Ecuador. 
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Sad that our trip was coming to an end, but ex- 
cited to get back to our families, we headed to a 
market to stock up on souvenirs to take home. 
We haggled with merchants and bought many 
beautiful wool products for ridiculously low 
prices at the market. We then went to visit a 
small leather tannery. The tannery was some- 
thing else - operating in what was basically 
the backyard of the owner’s house. He and an- 
other worker purchased hides from farmers, 
scraped the fat off of the skin (which the dog 
thoroughly enjoyed), tanned the hides in a big 
barrel, and dried them out to nice big leather 
hides. The end result looked great, but the 
process was a little nasty. The grand finale of 
the trip was a stop at a museum/visitor center 
located directly on the Equator. There, they 
showed us the controversial demonstration of 
water draining into a bucket - directly on the 
equator; the water flows straight with no spi- 
ral effect; then, just a few feet on either side of 
the equator, the water spirals in clockwise or 
counter-clockwise. The last short section of 
the ride took us back through traffic into Qui- 
to, and back to Freedom’s headquarters. We 
had a few hours to kill before getting back on 
a plane and heading home around midnight. 

Overall the trip was absolutely incredible; the 
diversity of the terrain and people through 
the country was really interesting. Traveling 
by bike, we really impressed ourselves in the 
country and by traveling on gravel, we saw a 
lot of less traveled areas. It was inspiring to 
see the simple lifestyle of the Ecuadorian peo- 
ple. It was definitely a once in a lifetime trip 
that I would highly recommend. 



Pack for a Purpose 

Freedom Bike Rental participates in a charitable initiative called Pack for a Purpose. They encourage vis- 
itors of Ecuador to use any space in their luggage to bring school supplies and toys for kids. We packed 
what felt like an aisle’s worth of Toys R Us into a KLIM Kodiak gear bag, and upon arrival at Freedom Bike 
Rental, we packed it into the chase truck. We visited a couple of very remote schools in the mountains 
and distributed a combination of sports balls, crayons, and coloring books to the kids. These children 
grow up in the mountains, a long way from any city, have very few visitors and are very poor. The kids 
were ecstatic and super appreciative of the gifts. Seeing all of their little faces grinning from ear to ear 
was one of the highlights of the trip. 

For more information on Pack for a Purpose visit www.packforapurpose.org 


Ecuador Freedom Bike Rental 

Eight years ago Court Rand and Sylvain Gallea took off on an adventure through South America in search 
of the perfect location to start a motorcycle tour company. After a year riding from the US all the way to 
Argentina, hitting every country in between, they settled on Ecuador for the perfect place to start their 
business. The diversity of the terrain, the culture and the safety of the country was the perfect place to 
allow customers to have the adventure of a lifetime. Eight years in Ecuador, Freedom Bike Rental now 
runs a fleet of 30 bikes and offers a range of guided and self-guided tours. Their fleet of bikes includes 
BMW’s, KTM’s and Suzuki’s ranging from lOOOcc down to 200cc DR’s with about every imaginable dual 
sport bike in between. The bikes are set-up with 80/20 tires like TKC80s for off-road tours or 50/50 
tires for the street. The bikes are meticulously maintained and set-up with handguards, skid-plates and 
a choice of hard or soft luggage. 

With years of local knowledge, the guides have an incredible network of restaurants, hotels, and attrac- 
tions to give customers a great experience in Ecuador. For more information on Freedom Bike Rental 
visit www.freedombikerental.com 

This trip was amazing, the mountain was fabulous, and people from Ecuador are so nice! We had a per- 
fect group, good riders, and great people. The gears were perfect for all conditions, and it helped to get 
the perfect trip! Visiting Ecuador is a must! - Jim Baillargeon (Klim dealer contest winner) 

It’s impossible to sum up the Klim Ultimate Ecuador Adventure in just a few words and do it justice. From 
our great group of riders, everyone at Klim, the crew at Freedom Bike Rental, and the people and sights 
of Ecuador, the entire experience was simply incredible. I came away from this trip with memories and 
friends for life. - Curt Thomas (Consumer contest winner) 
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Osborne came up through the American amateur 
scene to break into the professional ranks in 2006 
at the young age of sixteen. He raced on home turf 
for two seasons before venturing to Europe for two 
and a half years. His endeavors abroad produced an 
MX2 class win at the Turkish GP in 2009 and a Brit- 
ish MX2 Motocross Championship in 2010. 


The #16 Zach Osborne has been a stalwart of the 
American motocross and supercross racing scene. 
The likable and humble Virginia native currently 
rides for the Rockstar Energy Husqvarna team and 
has plenty of fans supporting his efforts. What is 
not apparent to most motocross enthusiasts is Os- 
borne’s love of off-road and rally riding and racing, 
culminating in efforts at the ISDE in 2013 and 2014. 
He proudly earned an individual Gold Medal at the 
2013 ISDE in Sardinia and was an integral part of 
Team USA bringing home 2nd place in the World 
Trophy category. 


OFF-ROAD GOLD 
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ZACH OSBORNE 


Osborne returned to the United States to continue his racing career in the 250cc class and progressed 
steadily, earning an overall win during the 2016 Lucas Oil Pro Motocross Championship Series. He hopes 
to continue this rising trajectory, aiming for the East Coast 250 SX title in the 2017 Monster Energy Super- 
cross Series and moving up to the premier 450 class in 2018. 

Osborne eagerly obliged my request for an off-season interview regarding his motorsports interests out- 
side of his current racing disciplines. During my conversations with him throughout the racing season, 
his enthusiasm for off-road, rally and dirt bikes has been evident. He responded to interview questions as 
he readied for the upcoming Supercross season from Clermont, FL, home for him and his wife of 4 years, 
Brittney (whom Osborne met when they were 12 at the Ponca City Amateur National!) and two-year-old 
daughter, Emory. 








ZACH OSBORNE 


Coach Seiji: You are well known for your motocross and su- 
percross exploits, please highlight your other achievements 
outside of these two realms of motorsports. 

Zach Osborne: My biggest highlight outside the motocross 
realm would be an ISDE individual Gold medal at the 2013 
edition in Sardinia. We also placed 2nd as a team in the World 
Trophy competition that year, and that was huge at the time 
because the USA had only placed that high one other time in 
the history of the event. I was also part of the 2nd place team 
the following year in Argentina, but my bike broke on the first 
day, so I wasn’t much of a contributor. 

CS: Did you come up through the amateur nationals/Loretta’s 
to get to the professional level or did you come up a different 
route? 

ZO: Yes. I raced the whole amateur scene as a kid and turned 
pro at age 16. 

CS: Did you grow up just around the tracks or did you grow up 
riding woods, desert, dual sport, etc.? 

ZO: Mainly tracks but I grew up in an area with great trails and 
off road riding so I got out in the woods on occasion. It was 
always something I enjoyed. 

CS: What specifically is the draw for you for events like the 
ISDE and the like? It’s so different than SX and MX. 

ZO: First of all, I love what I do. I would race every weekend if it 
were possible. I also like newand challengingthings. I justthink 
you learn a lot any time you are riding and especially when rid- 
ing something different. I just see it all as a way to make me a 
better, more well-rounded rider. 

CS: Do you ride woods, desert, dual sport orothertypes of dirt 
biking during the off-season or otherwise? 

ZO: r m not really allowed to at this point in my career. We only 
have a short "off-season” and during that time we still have 
some races, so it would kind of be taking away from the main 
focus at this point. 

















ZACH OSBORNE 


CS: Do you actively follow off-road forms of racing like rally, 
desert, Baja? 

ZO: I do. I’ m a gear head and as I said I love racing. I closely fol- 
low GNCC as well as rally. 

CS: Can you see how other types of riding may help your MX 
and SX career? 

ZO: I just think any time you can be riding and adapting, you’re 
getting better. I truly still love to ride so for me it’s all fun. I wish 
more people saw it that way! 

CS: Do you have competitive plans outside or after your SX/MX 
career in other forms of motorcycle racing? 

ZO: Yes, I would love to race GNCC and enduro. One of my 
dreams, since I was about 12, is to win Dakar. It’s something I 
want to do. It will be a huge challenge, but I believe it’s possible. 

CS: If you could go back and give advice about riding and racing 
to your 15-year-old self, what would you say? 

ZO: The only thing I would say is to hire help. I struggled in the 
beginning because I had no guidance and it’s something that, as 
I’ve gotten older, I feel would have changed my path a little bit. 
But I am also a firm believer that everything happens for a rea- 
son. I’m grateful for the path I’ve had and taken, and I wouldn’t 
change it. I recently read a quote that said, “ I am an old man and 
I’ve known great many troubles, but most of them never hap- 
pened.” It hit home because I’ve been a worry wart most of my 
career and it didn’t do me any good. As I am getting older, I have 
learned to just take every situation as a new challenge or direc- 
tion. So, I would also say, don’t worry so much. It’ll all work out! 

CS: What advice would you give to a dual sport/adventure rider 
to help them enhance their enjoyment of the sport? 

ZO: Never lose the fun. That’s why we all started this anyways. 
It’s all about enjoying it! 

A big ‘‘thank you” to Zach Osborne for indulging me with this 
interview during the hectic preparation period before the super- 
cross season. I sincerely wish to see him running up front at Da- 
kar in the near future! Better work on the navigation skills, Zach! 
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It was less than a year ago that my dad called me with a 
plan: Kashmir. India. Motorcycles. Mountains. Going to 
the other side of the world to cut loose in a self-funded 
motorcycle trek. Neither of us had hardly left our coun- 
try before, let alone our hemisphere, so the prospect 
was not in the least casual. What could have driven him 
to this idea? Was this the stereotypical yearnings of a 
man whose children are no longer children, at various 
stages of leaving or having left the nest? One would 
be forgiven for thinking so, but no. Or if so, my father 
graciously shared the burden of a mid-life crisis to my 
younger sister, as it was her life choices ultimately, that 
ended up forever shrinking our world. 

Back in September of 2015, my sister Christina got 
married in India. It was a beautiful wedding with food 
and people, ceremony and tradition... or so I hear. 
None of us from my sister’s side were able to attend 
or even meet the groom. The time between the an- 
nouncement and the actual event, left us inadequate 
time to react, let alone organize the time and finances 
for an impromptu trip to northern India. 




Communication with my little sister over the previous 
four months was intermittent, to say the least. She had 
gone on a post-college graduation trip to India, and 
through a story worth its own article, fell in love and 
married. No sooner was she able to say “I do,” she was 
whisked home on the non-magical wings of a time-lim- 
ited visa. With how fast her life had changed in such a 
short time, my father suddenly found himself with an 
open invitation to go across the world and visit family. 
My sister wasted no time in making plans to return, and 
between the two of them, thought that a motorcycle 
trek was the best way to break the ice. 




Fast-forward to August 22nd, 2016, and after months of planning and organizing, my father and 
I found ourselves in New Delhi. Over the months we had planned, prepped, researched, and 
packed in our suitcases all the things we thought we would need. But despite all our prepara- 
tion, no amount of checked baggage could have helped prepare for the next month as we rode 
across roads and cultures with our new family. 


The following 18-hour layover was a most interesting orientation to India. As we spent too much 
time getting to know the airport, we were surprised at some of the more noticeable changes. 
The presence of Indian soldiers at every entrance to the airport, and at any major checkpoint 
was something we had never experienced. My father couldn’t help but notice small building 
details that would not fit US building code, and we learned that no, our drone was not allowed in 
the country (despite our research, and making sure we collected every “no” we could). 




We were crammed onto a bus. We accidentally tipped 
eight bucks to a guy over enthusiastically offering to help 
with our bags. We then realized in a second baggage 
check that my dad had inadvertently packed a knife in 
his carry-on all the way from Boise, Idaho; leaving me 
standing alone in an airport, wondering in the back of my 
mind if I’d ever see him again. Despite all that and our jet- 
lagged addled brains, we overcame the initial intoxication 
of culture shock, and found ourselves on the plane to Sri- 
nagar, our eyes glued either to the back of our eyelids or 
out the window at the beautiful scenery. 








In the last month leading up to the trip, the 
city of Srinagar had gone into a period of 
intermittent curfew due to political tensions 
and radical militants, a detail that we never 
fully appreciated until touching down in the 
city. The airport was as empty as the one in 
Delhi was full, and we were rushed along the 
empty hallways with our baggage, hurried 
through customs by men eager to get home. 
Outside we were greeted by my sister (who 
had been there since June), her husband 
Bilal, and his step-father, a taxi driver, and we 
piled into their vehicle. 




If you have never driven in India, let me take 
this time to say that is for the best. It is com- 
pletely unlike driving in the States. Cars, peo- 
ple, and dogs effortlessly get out of your way 
as the driver slows down for nobody, simply 
translating his intentions into the language 
of horn. This purposeful pattern of honks is 
not rude, but simply etiquette, lest you find 
yourself in the unimaginable scenario or be- 
ing behind someone, or stopped altogether. 

Two-lane roads are really three-lane roads 
if you want them to be, and driving in the 
opposing lane is perfectly reasonable, es- 
pecially around blind turns. At least twice, 
while driving in the mountains of Ladakh, 
did we come upon an opposing army con- 
voy, only to come head to head with an on- 
coming supply truck trying to weasel their 
way past. The utilization of vehicles, from 
motorcycles to trucks, really has no limit 
except the imagination. How many people 
or things you can carry is only a test of will, 
more than anything. 
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We stayed in Srinagar for the next two weeks, and I was glad to take the time to meet my new 
brother-in-law. The cultural differences melted away as we spent much of the trip listening to 
Bob Marley and the Eagles. When we weren’t out seeing the sights, we enjoyed the excellent 
hospitality of “Houseboat Mt Everest,” owned by Bilal’s Uncle, docked right along the edge of 
the Jehlum River. Every night we were lulled to sleep by the loudspeakers of a hundred mosques, 
echoing back and forth in a discordant droll. Despite the city being shut down, devoid of tourists 
and an overall sense of normalcy, with soldiers seen on every road, we did not feel unsafe or un- 
welcome. Christina and I even ventured into the heart of the old city and met some of the people 
while they weren’t protesting. Everybody there was for the most part glad to see us, and I think 
they thought I was a reporter, eager to get their story out. Amidst the quiet, it was a surprisingly 
relaxing time to prepare for the trek. 



The motorcycles purchased were 3 Royal Enfield motorcycles, essentially the Harleys of India: 2 
Classic 350’s for Christina and Bilal, and a new Himalayan for my dad. Luggage racks were add- 
ed and additional repairs needed to be made on my sister’s bike, due to an accident on the way 
up from purchasing them in New Delhi. Even with the shop technically closed due to the curfew, 
we were able to sneak the bike in the morning and make all necessary repairs. In addition to the 
bikes was the necessity for a chase vehicle for myself and Bilal’s brother, Owais, who joined us 
on the trek. 

Imagine for a second about the sort of vehicle you would pick to chase three motorcycles 
through the rough roads of the Himalayas. What features would it have? Probably some sort of 
all-terrain, Land Rover type vehicle, yes? With spacious cargo area, and sufficient legroom for 
those hours spent barreling down the bumpy roads, and air conditioning to make sure that you 
didn’t bake in the hot sun. 






Under Himalayan Skie 

















Now imagine, if you will, that instead of that, we got a 
2-wheel drive Maruti-Suzuki 800. A car so small that 
it makes a Geo look spacious. A car much smaller 
than a 2-door Mazda 323 hatchback, but with the ca- 
jones to boast four whole doors. Fill its back seat and 
hatch with all your extra gear, stick your 61” photog- 
rapher in the front seat, and make sure he moves his 
knee whenever the driver needs to shift into first. 
Well, no need to imagine, this was our chase vehi- 
cle; and chase it we did. Able to reach astonishing 
speeds of 60 mph while going downhill, we more 
often than not would let the motorcycles just go on 
ahead, only to wait for us down the road. Despite our 
best efforts, it made it through the entire trip, only 
overheating once, getting terribly bald tires due to 
misalignment, and needing to go up one mountain 
road backward. 

The roads we traveled came in all shapes and siz- 
es. While planning, I had taken the time to go with 
my dad over the planned route via Google Earth. 
We watched as the roads rose and fell, alternating 
between lazily surrendering to the path of least re- 
sistance, to championing the unruly stubbornness 
of man as switchback begat switchback. Some of 
the roads looked barely etched on the mountain at 
all, hardly a turn away from tumbling down into the 
valley. The roads we encountered were, fortunately, 
more forgiving in that larger scope, if only barely. Be- 
tween some stretches hardly wide enough for two 
vehicles, and other stretches plagued with recent 
rock slides, it was surprising to see the number of 
trucks we did, diligently making their way, delivering 
their precious cargo to towns that got their supplies 
no other way. 
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Technical proficiency required ranged from perfectly paved 
roads to washed out roads where one wrong turn would 
have you on the ground. Some stretches of the road appar- 
ently detoured from the original route due to landslides or 
erosion, requiring no shortage of ingenuity for the Indian 
road repair. All the while signs sprinkled the way from the 
“Border Roads Organization,” or BRO as was written on the 
top of many. Unintentionally, this made even more hilarious 
the eclectic collection of fortune cookie-like sayings they 
had, from “BRO Be gentle on my curves” to “BRO Every day 
is Earth Day.” 







From the rainy mountains of Kashmir to the high desert region of Ladakh, the differences 
between regions were striking. The predominantly Muslim Kashmir gave way to the largely 
Buddhist traditions of Ladakh, while Tibetan prayer flags were displayed en masse on every 
mountain pass. From the desert we transitioned to the heavily forested Mountains of Himach- 
al Pradesh, returning to lush green landscapes as we visited the cities of Manali and Shimla. 
Leaving the mountains near the end of the trip found us in the unbearable flatness all the way 
to New Delhi, sweltered by the humidity and pollution. 

No matter how remote we thought we were, there were two things we could never shake: the 
effects of the western world, and the Indian military. Even in the northernmost town in India, 
Turtuk, having only been open to tourists since 2010, we could not help but find the same ac- 
commodations we had found in towns all throughout the trek; with multi-ethnic cuisine and the 
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same little shops, filled with all variety of modern goods. Kids from Srinagar to Leh all sported 
the latest western looks, with aspirations of being the next great athlete, instead of following 
in their parents’ more Agrarian backgrounds. 

We stuck out no matter where we went. I believe we got more looks just walking around than 
we did the times that all four of us would pile on Bilal’s motorcycle to ride around Srinagar. But 
ultimately, due to Bilal’s help, we never felt completely like “tourists.” The benefit of having a 
professional travel guide as a brother-in-law came in handy more times than I could count, and 
with him around, we avoided the worst effects of being lost in translation. The hotel prices were 
always haggled, and we never paid more than 20 bucks a night for all our rooms until Delhi. 

Back before we left Srinagar, one of the last things Bilal’s step-father did was give us and the 
vehicles a ceremonial blessing and prayer complete with incense lamp. Throughout the rest of 
the trip, I would often think back to that, and always wondered exactly where we’d be without it. 
We saw trucks either rolled halfway down a hill or with a boulder lodged right in a driver’s side of 
the cabin. We came upon a huge traffic stop due to the death of some foreign motorcyclist, and 
could never shake the reality of how dangerous these roads could be, even coming close with 
our own brushes with disaster. 

In addition to her accident on the ride up from purchasing the motorcycles, my sister ended up 
being clipped by some riders making too wide a turn on a switchback and was almost driven off 
the road. My dad had a number of spills due to his bike’s low idle tolerance. I ended up stupidly 
riding one time with a loose jacket around my neck, which flew up in front of my helmet, causing 
me to blindly stop, fall over, and proceed to get run over by my father, who was unable to react 
appropriately in time. I can only wonderthat if it was because of that incense that all of us made 
it out with no significant injury. 














At the end of our trip, Christina flew out of Delhi the night before we did, leaving my dad and 
me to spend our final day with Bilal. A month of new experiences felt longer than a month back 
home, and it was hard to digest all that had happened (I’ve only scratched the surface in this 
article). We had crossed the world and walked into a foreign culture through the door of family 
and were leaving a part of us behind (though myself maybe more than the others, having lost 
both my wallet and phone and roughly 20lbs). 


As we left the same airport that we arrived in, it looked very different through the lens of experi- 
ence we had acquired. The military presence that seemed so imposing was nothing compared 
to Srinagar. The hustle and bustle of people had a more organized chaos to it than first en- 
countered, especially compared to the driving and crowded streets of the cities we had visited. 
Bilal had, in little over one year, gone from a guy my sister married in India to being a fun-loving 
brother who I look forward to having come to the US, and the experiences we can share with 
him, preferably on two wheels. 
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Acerbis Adventure 


The Acerbis Adventure Jacket and Pant 
make up an extremely versatile ADV 
riding kit. The jacket and pant come 
with three separate layers that can be 
integrated to match conditions. The 
shell jacket and pant can have a water- 
proof inner liner attached; an additional 
thermal liner may also be added to the 
interior of the waterproof liner. The 
thermal liners could also be donned un- 
der the shells without securing, provid- 
ing insulation in a pinch while avoiding 


the lack of breathability a waterproof 
liner introduces. The verified weights 
(with all armor in place): shell jacket, 
size L 3.37 lb, waterproof and thermal 
jacket liner 1.30 lb, shell pant, size M 
1.85 lb, waterproof and thermal pant 
liner 1.04 lb. The combined weight of all 
components is lighter than a shell jack- 
et alone that I am concurrently testing! 
That can make a significant difference 
in performance and comfort over long 
distances and challenging terrain. 



Jacket and Pant 


The nylon and polyester shell jacket and pant have 
a much softer hand and are more pliable than most 
adventure suits that have been tested. Wind resis- 
tance was adequate and ventilation options were in 
abundance. The jacket sleeves 
zip off, zippered upper chest 
vents (with flaps that are held 
securely in the open position), 
zippered upper back vents, zip- 
pered arm vents and a highly 
air permeable mesh drop liner 
kept body temperatures mod- 
erate even in the 90s. A pair of 
zippered thigh vents and same 
drop liner material serviced the 
pant, the light feeling of the shell 
material adding to the cooling 
perception. Impact protection 
comes in the form of CE approved shoulder, elbow 
and knee pads and a foam back pad. Reflective ac- 
cents adorn both jacket and pant. 

Storage options abound on the jacket: two large 
front cargo pockets, one vertical and one horizontal 
zippered chest pocket, upper back hydration blad- 
der pocket and large lower back cargo pocket. The 
pant has a pair of zippered front hip pockets that are 
only usable for small and flat items. 

The Ureamax laminate liners are rated to 5000g/ 
m2/24 hr of sweat vapor permeability but in use, 
this rate is imperceptible. The liners do prove water- 
proof and completely windproof. The thermal liners 
provide substantial warmth, both in reality and in 
feeling compared to the liner or shell alone. 

The L sized jacket fits well for slimmer riders (tester 
is 6’ tall/165 lbs/32 in waist) and is one of the few 


ADV jackets that doesn’t feel billowy in the torso. 
Shoulder girth was great and sleeve length and ar- 
ticulated elbow are perfect in the riding position but 
are a bit short for reaching overhead. The upper 
arm girth and waist are both 
adjustable. The M shell pant fit 
the body just as well but could 
not accommodate knee braces 
nor could completely close over 
the top of MX boots. Some slim- 
mer ADV boots may fit under 
the fully closed lower leg zipper, 
but none of this tester’s boots 
allowed full closure. The waist 
of the pant adjusts via double 
hook and loop straps and can 
be connected to the jacket by 
a zipper that covers almost the 
entire circumference. Adding the waterproof and 
thermal liners tightened up the fit of both the jacket 
and pant considerably and limited some movement; 
sizing up the jacket in particular may be an option 
for those planning to utilize these components the 
majority of the time. 

The Acerbis Adventure Jacket and Pant offers an in- 
tegrated solution for those seeking a lighter weight, 
softer and more pliable riding kit. Those traveling in 
warmer climates over long distances will appreciate 
the shells’ light weight and high mobility, enhanc- 
ing performance and comfort during long days of 
demanding riding. Those with thinner builds will 
appreciate the slimmer dimensions. The Acerbis Ad- 
venture Jacket and Pant will remain in my quiver of 
riding outfits, destined for adventures in the hotter 
climates of the Southwest. MSRP: Jacket - $319.95 
Pant - $184.95. More info atwww.acerbis.com 





Shinko 804/805 Adventure Trail Tires 

Although the Shinko 804/805 Adventure Trail combo has been around for a while, many riders are starting 
to use this 60% dirt, 40% road tire as it offers great performance at a competitive price. 

The initial feel on the road with a brand new set was very predictable. Let’s face it, we think of our adventure 
bikes as oversize dirt bikes, and the Shinkos handled the street and freeway with no problems even with their 
aggressive knobbies. We had a set mounted on our Honda Africa Twin DCT and after the rains in Southern 
California we hit the moist dirt, and these tires really started to be at home. From the wet road sections, to 
some deeper wet sand sections, we had no issues with the predictability of what this tire was going to do. 



The Continental TKC is OEM spec on many bikes, and is widely regard- 
ed as one of the best handling ADV tires off-road. We have to say that 
the Shinko 804/805 set-up is every bit as good as the Conti tires, and 
with the Continentals only lasting around 2500 miles, the estimated 
4500 miles that we have seen on the Shinkos is a great upgrade in tire 
wear, whilst not sacrificing performance. 


The Shinko 804/804 Adventure Trail tires will be at the top of our list 
when it comes time for fresh rubber. 804 Front 90/90-21 MSRP $99.95, 
805 Rear 150/70-18 MSRP $169.95 www.shinkotireusa.com 


Words: Simon Cudby Action Photo: Adam Waheed 




Sidi Adventure 2 _ . 

Gore-1 ex Boot 


Words and photos: Simon Cudby 


When it comes to makers of high quality moto gear, there’s no doubt that Sidi is one of the top manu- 
facturers. The newly redesigned Adventure 2 Gore-tex boot offers some refinements over the original 
design, such as a full-length internal highly breathable Gore-Tex gaiter to always keep you dry on the trail. 



The Adventure 2’s are lined with anti-abrasion Cambrelle® in the foot area for comfort, the upper is lined 
with Teflon mesh which prevents complete absorption of water and sweat. These materials will not retain 
water or sweat on the inside of the boot. This lining allows the boots to dry quicker, and prevents any 
damp mold. 

The squeaking that seems to plague some adventure boots is a thing of the past with these boots as they 
incorporate the Sidi Single Flex System. Even after riding through many water crossings over about 1500 
miles of testing, the boots remained quiet when walking off the bike. 

We really liked the fact that the top of the boot was not to over-built, and it was easy to zip up our over-the- 
boot adv pants. The break-in period for the boots was pretty immediate, and the bike controls were easy 
to locate right away through the new boots. 

The Sidi’s also had a good amount of buckle strap adjustment allowing in-the-boot knee/shin guards to 
be worn, and still buckle the boots with no issues. These boots have a ton of great small features such 
as a reflective panel above the heel for visibility at night, and a tongue-in-groove rear for Achilles tendon 
protection. 

Overall high marks to this very comfortable top quality waterproof new boot from Sidi. MSRP: $495.00. 

www.motonation.com 




MOTORCYCLES SERVICE PARTS & ACCESSORIES ON-LINE STORE 


Your next adventure 


www.3bros.com 

1560 Superior Ave. #C 
Costa Mesa, CA 92627 
Phone: 949-642-0546 


#1 KTM and Husqvarna 
motorcycle seller in the USA 


KMAA © Husq varna* 



